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Welcome to St. Mary's Church in Paris Illinois
	Pastor’s Column- 2nd Sunday of Easter- April 7, 2024
2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)  My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   Once released from custody, Peter and John return to the community of believers and they all offer up a prayer of thanksgiving to God. After that prayer, the community boldly  [...]
	Pastor’s Column-Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024
Easter Sunday  My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   Our first reading is the classic narrative of deliverance for Israel. The sea withdraws so they can cross on dry land; the same sea engulfs the entire army of Pharaoh, their bodies scattered lifeless on  [...]
	Pastor’s Column-Palm Sunday-March 24, 2024
Palm Sunday    My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   Traditionally, this reading is regarded as one of four suffering servant songs, the other three being found in chapters 42, 49, and 53. Taken together, they present readers with what could be regarded as  [...]
	Pastor’s Column- 5th Sunday of Lent-March 17, 2024
5th Sunday of Lent   My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   In the first reading, prophet Jeremiah was quite familiar with the hardships of speaking up for God. His book is filled with personal reflections on the suffering he endured as a spokesman  [...]
	Pastor’s Column-March 10, 2024 – 4th Sunday of Lent
4th Sunday of Lent   My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   In the first reading, this book reviews the history of the kingdom of Judah from a brighter perspective, accenting the spiritual achievements of kings and leaders. Yet even this positive view could  [...]
	Pastor’s Column-March 3rd, 2024-3rd Sunday of Lent
3rd Sunday of Lent   My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   During their long stay at Mt. Sinai, the people of Israel receive instructions as God’s covenant partners. The Ten Commandments address issues that had marred human relationships with God and neighbor since  [...]
	Pastor’s Column- 2nd Sunday of Lent, February 25, 2024
2nd Sunday of Lent     My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   Mark's story of the transﬁguration of Jesus comes a little over halfway through the Gospel narrative. The disciples have struggled with understanding Jesus' true identity. They love his miracle-working but cannot  [...]
	Pastor’s Column- February 18, 2024, 1st Sunday of Lent
1st Sunday of Lent   My dear parishioners, God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!! In the first reading, the narrative of the ﬂood draws to a close with God speaking these comforting words to Noah. After nearly a full year ﬂoating about on the surface of the waters,  [...]
	Pastor’s Column- February 11, 2024-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
My dear parishioners, God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   From the beginning of this book to its end, the people of Israel remain encamped at the base of Mount Sinai. Things have changed since they ﬁrst arrived there. The Ark of the Covenant and the tent of  [...]
	Pastor’s Column – January 4, 2024 – 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
My dear parishioners,   God is Good!!!  All the time!!!  And all the time!!!  God is Good!!!   In the first reading, after losing nearly all that is dear to him, Job struggles to understand God's purpose in his life. Readers already know from the opening chapter that God cares deeply for Job and wants  [...]

