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24 HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 St. Mary’s Church 

Every Tuesday starting at 3pm and ending on Wednesday at 3pm. 

             Everyone is welcomed and invited to spend some quiet time with the Lord anytime during these 24 hours. 

“Every time we look at the Blessed Sacrament our place in heaven is raised forever.”    

                       St. Gertrude, Quotes on the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

                                    Reprint by permission of therealpresence.org 

Last Week’s Collection 
Thank you for your support!!  

ST. MARY’S 

SUNDAY OFFERING              $4,379.00 

DEBT                  $900.00 

ASCA                    $55.00 

EASTER FLOWERS   $85.00 

CENTRAL/EASTERN EUROPE         $55.00 

ST. ALOYSIUS 

SUNDAY OFFERING              $1,334.00 

CENTRAL/EASTERN EUROPE          $20.00 

Altar Schedule March 7th & 8th 

 

          Saturday 5:30 pm                                                                                                                             

Lector:  Doug Happ 

Cantor:  Mary Ann Sullivan 

Servers:  Lane & Levi Happ 

EMC’s: Vicki Ballard, Doug Happ 

Gifts:  Wayne & Diane Buechlein 

Greeters:  Wayne & Diane Buechlein 

 

Sunday 8:30 am 

Lector:   Alan Speicher 

Cantor:   Heather Warren 

Servers:  Nick Fomera, Luke Sullivan 

EMC’s:   Julieta Flores-Amaro, Rose 

Marie Ketner, Braden Puckett           

Gifts:  Dave & Missy Speicher 

Greeters:  Creighton & Lucy Tarr 

Collection Counters:  Lois & Jim 

Moore, Barb Felgenhauer 

Monday, March 2 
No Mass 
 
Tuesday, March 3 
5:30 pm    Marjorie Thibeault 
   
Wednesday, March 4 
8:15 am    Jerry Waller 

  
Thursday, March 5 
 5:30 pm    Jim Sullivan 

  

Friday, March 6 
8:15 am    Roger & Mary Frances Fruin 
 

Saturday, March 7 
8:15 am    James Mattingly 
5:30 pm    Ed Morrisey 
 

Sunday, March 8 
7:00 am    Sarah & Bob Mattingly 
8:30 am    Jim Englum 
11:15 am             For the People of                      
          St. Aloysius & St. Mary’s 

 
Please pray for the sick & recovering... 
 
 
Christina McReynolds, Janet Vaught, Kara 

Kirby, Verna Lou Perisho, Kenneth Denson, 

Deanna Mason, Clayton Griffin, Kevin Farris, 

Mike Haase, Steve Osborne, Marge Chapa, 

Dan Bruner, Penny Ring, Ryliegh Eskew,   

Fr. Zimmerman, Lincoln Downing, Tilton 

Piper, John Low, Jim Dillon, Sharon Wilken, 

Francis Holley, Ruth  Sullivan  

And all relatives & friends who are ill or                       

experiencing difficulties in their lives –  

that they may know the healing of God.  

 

 Our Expectant Mothers: 

 Hannah (Warren) Abry, Amanda Tracy, 

Chelsea Livesay, Beth Keys,  

Lindsey (Sullivan) Balser 

We pray that God will bless and protect them 

during this time of waiting.  

 

Our Military: 

Nathan Gatlin, Caleb Machuca, Simon 

Holzer, Joe Jenness, Richard Scott, Justin 

Vice, Joe Kachma, Zack Lueken & Joseph 

Livesay, Raynell Kahala  

 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 

For any changes or additions to this list,  

Please call 466-3355 or email: 

stmaryschurchparis@gmail.com 

           Dates & Events         
            

Monday, March 2 
Office Closed/No Mass   
6:00 pm ~ Choir Practice 
 
Tuesday, March 3 
3:00 pm  ~ 24 Hr. Ador. Begins 
5:30 pm Mass ~ St. Mary’s 
 
Wednesday, March 4 
8:15 am Mass ~ St. Mary’s 
3:00 pm ~ 24 Hr. Ador. Ends 
5:15 pm ~ Pastoral Council Mtg. 
6:30 pm ~ Altar Society Mtg. 
 
Thursday, March 5 
11:30 am ~ Building & Grounds Mtg. 
5:30 pm Mass  ~ St. Mary’s   
 
Friday, March 6 
8:15 am Mass & Ador. ~ St. Mary’s  
Noon & 5:30 pm ~ Stations & Potluck(STM) 

 
Saturday, March 7 
8:15 am Mass  ~ St. Mary’s 
9-10 am - Lenten Class-STM Mtg. Rm. 
5:30 pm Mass  ~ St. Mary’s 
 
Sunday,  March 8 
Second Sunday of Lent 
7:00 am ~ Mass - NA 
7:45 am ~ Choir Warm-up 
8:30 am ~ Mass - St. Mary’s       @2am 
9:45 am ~ PSR/YM                           
9:45 am ~ RCIA –Meeting Room 

11:15 am ~ Mass - St. Mary’s  
Meeting Room Rented  

 

First Sunday of Lent  
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7.  Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17.  Romans 5:12-19.  Matthew 4:1-11 

 
Keep Grace Upfront.  Transgression and sin play a big part in the garden of Eden story.  So does grace – 
which is the first part of that story.  In the Roman’s reading, Saint Paul counterpoints Adam and Eve with 
the saving death of Jesus Christ.  He is the very grace of God.  It is only when standing within this grace can 
we name what is non-grace, what is wrong with life, what is sin.  Thus, Jesus can face the tempter without 
faltering – and help us do the same.  

How will the Bread of Life (Communion) fill me more than daily bread?  
How will I trust and not test God this Lent?  

What things and/or people will I stop “worshipping” so that I will worship God alone?  

Word of Life 

“[The Gospel of Life] is therefore meant to be a precise and vigorous reaffirmation of the value of human life 
and its inviolability, and at the same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and every person, in the name 
of God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this direction will you find justice,         
development, true freedom, peace and happiness!” (The Gospel of Life 5)  

 Our Dearly Departed             

     Leonard Magers 

Brother of Will & Mary Ann          
Magers, Uncle of Kit & Andy Kirby 

& 
Andy Lietard 

Son of Marian Rhodes Lietard 
Nephew of Anita Rhodes                                                                                             

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

FIRST WEEK OF LENT 
Hunger in Our World: When Jesus fed the 5,000, he said, "Give them some food yourselves." Reflect on the 

challenge of global hunger. How can you contribute to support the hungry in your community?  
Visit crsricebowl.org for more information. 

Pope Frances says we should “see the poor among us”. The need in our community has never been greater than it is 

at the moment. It is time to take off our rose colored glasses and see the people in our own town. Many live way under 

the poverty level and many are homeless with no place to stay. They find whatever shelter they can in this cold           

weather. Jesus said that whatever we do to the least of the people we do for HIM. When is the last time you could not 

afford a roll of toilet paper or a bar of soap? Many of the people who come to the Compassionate Clothing Ministry 

consider both of these items a luxury and are very grateful to receive them.  

 St. Mary’s will be collecting rolls of toilet paper and bars of soap during Lent to be distributed at the  
clothing ministry the month of April which is St. Mary’s and St. Aloysius’ month to volunteer.   

 We are in need of food for our own food ministry and ask that during the Lenten Season you remember those 

in our community who struggle from day to day to find enough food for themselves and their families.  When you          

grocery shop for your own family buy and extra item for someone who cannot afford it. Don’t say why do they not go 

out and find a job. Just remember they are hungry and Jesus asked us to take care of our brothers and sisters and not 

to judge and we would not be judged.  

A Tale of  Beatrix Potter: Debra Ann 

Miller portrays Beatrix Potter @ Paris 

Public Library on 3/10/20 at 6pm. 

Call 217-463-3950 to reserve a seat.  

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org
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Gen 2: 7-9, 3: 1-7, Rom 5: 12-19, Mt 4: 1-11 

 

Dear Sisters & Brothers, 

 

The first thing that needs to be said about the temptations of Jesus is that they were real. This was no play-acting. 

But the question arises: Can a good person be tempted like the rest of us? The truth is: the good who resists            

temptation knows more about its power than the weakling who submits at the very onset of temptation. The           

following story illustrates the truth of this. 

Once upon a time there were three shepherds who each was responsible for a flock of sheep. Once winter’s night all 

three were awakened by howling of a wolf. 

The first was about to get out of bed when he heard the rain beating against his bedroom window. He had second 

thoughts, turned over in bed, and went back to sleep. 

The second got out of bed, dressed, and went to the front door. However, on opening it he was hit by a squall of 

sleety rain. He went back inside and returned to his warm bed. 

The third got up, dressed, and went outside. There he had to contend with rain, wind, darkness and cold. But he 

stuck to his task until he had seen that his sheep were secure. When he got back indoors he was wet through and got 

a nasty cold as a result of his efforts. 

Now which of the three shepherds knew most about the rain, the wind and the dark? The third of course. 

Those who gave in easily to temptation know little about the struggle involved. Those who struggle with temptation 

and overcome it, know it best. If you want to know what victory over temptation costs, don’t ask a sinner, ask a 

saint. 

It is because Jesus struggled with temptation and was victorious over it that he can help us in our struggles with 

temptation. If you want to give up cigarettes or drink, you don’t look for help from someone who has tried and 

failed. You look for help from someone who has tried and succeeded. 

What did temptation mean for Jesus? It meant the same as it meant for Adam and Eve, and as it means for us. It 

meant choosing between good and evil, between doing God’s will and one’s own will. 

And his tempting was not a once-off event. He was tempted right throughout his life. His victory in the desert was 

not the winning of the war, but merely the winning of a battle. 

Since even Jesus and the saints were tempted we can’t hope to escape it. The struggle is between the passions of the 

flesh and the longings of the spirit. This struggle, with its almost inevitable falls, is not something to be ashamed of. 

Ours is not never to fall, but to fall, to raise, and go on in spite of everything. 

And temptation is not necessarily a bad thing. By forcing us to choose good over evil it makes us strong. Every time 

one is tempted to do evil but makes a decision to do good, that makes one stronger. Suffering and struggle makes us 

stronger. 

Furthermore, how could we prove our fidelity if there was no temptation? There wouldn’t be any particular credit in 

remaining virtuous through lack of temptation.  Virtue would become meaningless if there was no evil, no struggle. 

Virtue involves a choice between good and evil. That choice can sometimes be very difficult, and there is no               

definitive victory. The battle against choice makes the next right choice more likely and easier. 

But we might say, ‘It was easy for Jesus!’ It wasn’t easy for him. He was achieved through prayer, fasting, and          

reflection on and obedience to the word of God. The Holy Spirit was with Jesus during his struggle. And he is with 

us too in our struggles. It is a great consolation to know that God is not outside our struggle but is with us during it. 

 

Peace and all good! 

Fr. Valery Burusu 

Parochial Administrator 

A Note From Your Pastor 
 

Knights of Columbus Paris Council #860  

  

  

 

 

Only 400 tickets sold! 

$50.00 per ticket 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Doors open 5:30 pm   

Dinner 7:00 pm 

Drawing takes place after dinner.  

Limit 2 dinners per ticket 

Purchase your tickets from a Knight or from  

the Parish Office.  

Please make checks payable to Paris #860 

Need not be present to win.  

12 Prizes! 

1 Grand Prize 

1 - $5,000.00 

1 - $1,000.00 

10 - $150 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY  
We appreciate donations to keep the pantry stocked. 

 Fruit, Veggies, Meat, Spaghetti Sauce, Ravioli, Soup, Boxed Cereal, Mac-n-cheese, Tuna Helper, Rice,             
Crackers, Desserts, Powdered/Canned Milk, Peanut Butter, Jelly, & Snacks. The need in our community is          
ongoing. Thank you!! 

Right To Life Rummage Sale 

Knights of Columbus Hall   Paris, IL 

Friday, April 3rd 

3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

& Saturday, April 4th 

8:00 am to 11:00 am 

  

Items will be accepted 

 

Wednesday, April 1st  & Thursday, 

April 2nd from 12 pm to 6 pm 

& Friday, April 3rd from 9 am to Noon 

 

Call Mary Taylor (217) 264-5342 with questions.              

March 7 

Tom Davis 

Margaret Englum 

Jayme Rollings 

March 8 

Mary Ann Sullivan 

March 9 

Tracey Englum 

March 12 

Dave Sullivan 

The Decatur Deanery Council of Catholic Women will meet here at St. Mary’s for their spring meeting 

on Tuesday, March 10th at 10 am.  Registration will begin at 9:30.  Lunch, Stations of the Cross, and 

White Elephant auction will follow the meeting.  All ladies of the parish are invited to come as we will 

be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the National Council of Catholic Women. 

Questions? Call Mary Ann Sullivan 463-2435 

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org
http://www.1001fonts.com/cianan-ur-font.html
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These 40 days before Easter are a wonderful time to rethink everything and to allow ourselves to take 

up our crosses as Christ once did. Lent is a season of solemnity and sacrifice commemorating Jesus’     

exodus into the dessert; our sacrifice is a reminder of the sacrifice of self that Jesus made to save us from 

our sins. It is a time to give up things that shift our focus away from God. 

Do you have a habit of sending text messages and posting status updates instead of spending time with God? 

Try walking or running without the iPod and enjoy the silence. Hear what God is saying to you. 

Many of us give up candy for Lent. Pope Francis has urged us to something that isn’t much different: gossip. At the 
beginning, it seems to be something enjoyable and fun, like a piece of candy. But at the end, it fills the heart with 

bitterness and also poisons us.  

Creature comfort – something as simple as turning up your heat on a cold day can be turned into prayer. Let it         
remind you how fortunate and blessed you are to have a home and heat. Pray for those who cannot afford their 

electric & gas bill, remember those who live on the street, those who feel cold because of a lack of love and support 
in their own lives. 

 ABSTINENCE – Everyone 14 years of age and over is bound to abstain from meat on all the Fridays of Lent. 

 

FAST – Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is required to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 

On the days of Fast and Abstinence, only one full meatless meal is permitted. Two other meatless meals,         

sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each person’s needs, but together these two 

should not equal another full meal.   

 

Eating between meals is NOT permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit juices) are allowed. 

To disregard completely the law of Fast and Abstinence is seriously sinful. 

Stations of the Cross 

                                          Stations are prayed every Friday during Lent at Noon &  5:30pm   

This is a way to reflect on the events of Jesus’ journey to Calvary. You may come anytime and pray the          

stations as a family or an individual prayer (books are available in the church).  

We will have a Potluck in the meeting room after most of the Stations. The church will  supply the crackers 

and drinks. 

A Potluck sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Space. Please call the parish office with any questions. 

Saturday Morning Lenten Class 
Lent begins on February 26, 2020, which is Ash Wednesday.  The Saturday morning Lenten class will begin on              
Saturday, February 29, 2020. 
 
The class begins at 9:00 AM in St. Mary’s Meeting Room and it lasts approximately one hour. 
Everyone is welcome. You do not have to attend every class.  You can come whenever you are available. 
 
The book for the class is Sacred Space for Lent 2020. Books can be picked up in the church office or at the first class.  It 
can also be ordered on Amazon, if you prefer to do that. 
 
The class will be facilitated by Priscilla Hutton. 

JAZZ & JEANS 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 / 6:00PM 

Unique Suites / Charleston, IL 

Hors D'oeuvres, Silent & Live Auction,  

and Lots of Fun! 

Serving: Coles, Douglas, & Edgar Counties 

Catholic Charities Annual Fundraiser 

Ticket price: $50 

(includes a drink) 

Purchase tickets at 

cc.dio.org or call 

217-235-0420 

Put on your jeans, enjoy some 

jazz, and help Catholic Charities 

help those in need. 

 

 

KC FISH FRY 

@ The (KC) Hall  
 

 Friday, March 20th 
 

4:30pm – 7:00pm 

Adults $9.00 – Children under 12 $6.00 

Desserts available  

 

Eat in or Use Drive up Service 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

This year marks my 10th year as Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois and as president of Catholic           

Charities. Thanks to your prayers and generosity, Catholic Charities has been a beacon of hope and help for many. Over the 

past 95 years, our numerous services have helped thousands of people overcome difficult periods in their lives. The success of 

our mission is not from the effort of one person or a handful of people. The success comes from a continuous network of       

donors, staff, volunteers, board members, priests and religious coming together under the umbrella of Catholic Charities. The 

collective efforts fulfill the mission of the agency "to extend to all the healing and empowering presence of Jesus."  

 

We are instructed to bring God's love to everyone we can reach - and that is what Catholic Charities does on a daily 

basis. Each program is deeply rooted in our commitment to provide professional, quality services and our desire to bring           

mercy and justice to anyone in need. 

 

 During the weekend of March 7-8, 2020, the annual collection for Catholic Charities will again be held in most of 

our deaneries. I ask you to continue your generosity this year. Please help Catholic Charities to sustain its mission of             

addressing the needs of today's families for another 90 years. If Catholic Charities isn't there to answer the call of our            

brothers and sisters in Christ, who will be?  

 

With thanks and best wishes, I remain Sincerely yours in Christ,   

 
   Most Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki  

   Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org

