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Monday, May 18 
 Whistle & Shirley Spillman 
  

Tuesday, May 19 
Living & Deceased Altar Society Members 
  

Wednesday, May 20 
Pauline Egan 
 

Thursday, May 21 
Mary Catherine Alexander 
 

Friday, May 22 
Roger & Mary Frances Fruin 


Saturday, May 23  
Don Goodwin 
                          

Sunday, May 24 
Sarah & Bob Mattingly 
Parishioners of  St. Aloysius & St. Mary’s     

Craig Catanzariti                             

John Buchanan, Brittney 
Zimmerman, Evelyn Ring,  
Victor Wagner, Dylan 

Wagle, Sheila Brothers, Chris 
Sheeran, Mary Jo Fiser, Jim Dillon, 
Leigh    Ketner, Christa    Swinford, 
Mark David, Danielle Fox Lindsey, 
Christina McReynolds, Janet Vaught, 
Kara Kirby, Verna Lou Perisho,  
Kenneth Denson, Deanna Mason, 
Clayton Griffin, Kevin Farris,  Steve 
Osborne, Marge Chapa, Dan Bruner, 
Fr. Zimmerman, Lincoln Downing, 
Tilton Piper, Sharon Wilken, Francis 
Holley  
And all relatives & friends who 
are ill or experiencing difficulties 
in their lives – that they may know 
the healing of God.  

 Our Expectant Mothers: 
Megan Smith, Kay Boland, Beth 
(Ring) Hosick, Hannah (Warren) 
Abry, Amanda Tracy, Chelsea    
Livesay, Beth Keys, Lindsey 
(Sullivan) Balser 
We pray that God will bless and 
protect them during this time of 
waiting.  

Our Military: 
Nathan Gatlin, Caleb Machuca,     
Simon Holzer, Joe Jenness, Richard 
Scott, Justin Vice, Joe Kachmar, Zack 
Lueken, Joseph Livesay, Raynell 
Kahala  
Lord, hold our troops in your      
loving hands. Protect them as they 
protect us. For any changes or         
additions to this list,  Please call        
466-3355 or email:  
stmaryschurchparis@gmail.com 
  

 
The parish office is closed, if you 
have any  questions call us.         
Father: 217-251-2339, Juliana: 
217-251-8028, Vanessa: 812-229-
3751. 
 
The Church is open for private 
prayer 11am-2pm (Mon.-Fri.) & 
2pm-5pm (Sat & Sun.)                 
Confessions are by appt. with      
Fr. Valery. Adoration is suspended 
until further notice.  
 
Parish Support: Please remember 
that your parish depends on your 
generosity and support. With the  
cancellation of masses, our            
parishes have lost offertory         
collections that are essential to 
pay staff and bills for the mainte-
nance of our churches. Please mail 
your contribution to the parish 
office if able. Or, you may give 
online by visiting: 
https://parishgiving.dio.org/
stmaryparis 

Last Week’s Collection 
Thank you for your support!!  

ST. MARY’S    
SUNDAY                                 $10,050.00 
EASTER                                          $40.00 
MOTHER’S DAY                         $255.00 
ASCENSION                                   $45.00 
DEBT      $1,900.00 
ACSA                                             $325.00 
CCC                                                  $20.00 
CATH. HOME MISSIONS            $45.00 
GOOD FRIDAY                              $70.00 
SEMINARIANS                              $70.00 
CATH. COM. CAMPAIGN            $55.00 
RETIRED PRIESTS                    $150.00 
SISTER PARISH                          $320.00                   
ST. ALOYSIUS                          $3,475.00 

Support for those in need.            
Many people will suffer disruption, 
health challenges, and economic 
hardship during this time. The           
faithful are encouraged to support 
Catholic Charities and/or  other            
community charitable groups. 

      

 Baby Bottle 
Blessings 

Once again, beginning on Mother’s 
Day through Father’s Day, our 
churches will be collecting            
donations to benefit the Choices 
Pregnancy & Health Center of          
Paris. Baby bottles are available in 
the Gathering Space. Thank you  
for supporting our local families and 
honoring the  sanctity of life! 

Father Valery and the parish staff 
miss all the parishioners. We are          
praying for our community and  
looking forward to a time when we 
can celebrate Mass together! May 
God bless and protect us. Amen!    

Please pray for 

the sick &                  

recovering... 

A Note From Your Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for your hope but do it with gentleness. Peter 3:15,16a 

 What gives you hope? The question becomes significant with the news that we will be wearing masks and 

maintaining social distancing well into the summer; our new “normal” will be very different from what we 

anticipated at the beginning of the new year. We yearn to come together for picnics, family celebrations, and 

Eucharist. We long to hug loved ones and friends, especially those facing difficulties whom we cannot see 

even virtually. We can remind ourselves that we are doing what we need to do to stop the spread of the  

coronavirus; to protect those most vulnerable among us; and to alleviate the stress on medical professionals, 

caretakers, and first responders who are placing themselves at risk for the sake of others. But deep down, 

don’t we all wish the virus would just go away!  

What gives you hope? What do children and the vulnerable see in you that gives them hope? What do the 

fearful and the cynical see in you that causes them to question or perhaps challenge you? These are not new 

questions. They were asked of the first Christians, and sometimes asked by the first Christians of one another 

in moments of doubt or difficulty. Saint Peter reminds us that hope is rooted in a heart that has given Jesus 

the most important place. Our hope as Christians is not based on faith in science or nature, each of which has 

its limits. We hope because Christ suffered and died to conquer death and rose to assure us that life on this 

earth will lead to an even fuller life at the end of our life on earth. We hope because there is no virus, no          

natural disaster, no human disregard for life that can separate us from the love of Christ and his promise of 

eternal life. Many of us hope because we have witnessed the deep faith of those who held God close to their 

heart even though we might have thought that they had every reason to give up. 

What gives you hope? Will we allow Christ to dwell with us so intimately that we become a light for others 

amid the shadows? Will we allow the joy of the resurrection to be not just a story of the distant past but a 

truth that continues to be revealed in the crosses and empty tombs in this moment? Will we be bold enough 

and brave enough to proclaim to others our reason for hope, not defensively, but with gentleness?  

For the runners, or when talking with a person/group of people, will we wear a mask to protect others but 

refuse to mask the faith that God walks with us? Will we keep a safe physical distance from others but reject 

emotional distance? Will we reach out to our neighbors and encourage those working to provide protection, 

health, food, and other essentials because we believe that God lives in our compassion for one another,            

especially when it is most difficult for us to place another’s need before our own?  

What gives you hope? However, we express our answer, may we each find that answer rooted in Christ. 

May we be Christ for others in word and deed. May our faith in action reach out to support those most in 

need.  

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. This is my commandment: that you love one another.” We 

pray for the Spirit to strengthen our hope and inspire our love.  

 

Easter Blessings! 

Fr. Burusu 

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org
https://parishgiving.dio.org/stmaryparis
https://parishgiving.dio.org/stmaryparis
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Acts 8: 5-8. 14-17, 1 Pet 3: 15-18, Jn 14: 15-21 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The Paraclete: Our Divine Coach 

 Roald Amundsen, the great Norwegian explorer who discovered the South Pole took a homing  pigeon 
with him on his trip. He told his wife that if he reached the end of the world, he would release the  pigeon. His 
wife sat for hours, all alone in their big house looking up at the sky for the promised pigeon. One day she 
looked out the bedroom window and saw the pigeon circling in the sky above. “He’s alive!” she cried, “My 
husband is alive!” 

 
As Jesus gets ready to leave his disciples, he promises to send them the Paraclete who is often           

depicted as a dove. But there are enormous differences between the pigeon that Amundsen sent to his wife 
and the Paraclete that Jesus sent to his disciples. The pigeon is merely a sign that the traveler has reached his 
destination. Beyond that the pigeon can do nothing more. The Paraclete that Jesus sent to his disciples, on the 
other hand, means to them everything that Jesus himself meant for them while he was with them.  Jesus was 
a Paraclete to the disciples, and he promised them “another” Paraclete: “I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Paraclete” (John 14:16). 

 
What is a Paraclete? Many words have been used to translate this word into English. They include:          

Advocate, Comforter, Counsellor, Helper. The Greek Paracletos literally describes someone who is called to 
stand beside a client. In legal terms that would be your attorney. But a Paraclete is much more than an        
attorney. Probably the English word that we use today that most nearly captures the meaning of Paraclete is 
the word “coach.” The Paraclete is our coach, always by our side, to instruct and correct us when we make 
mistakes, to encourage and motivate us when we feel down, to challenge and inspire us to be the best we 
could, to defend us and fight for our rights when the judges are unfair to us. In short, the Paraclete means for 
us all that Jesus meant for the disciples. 

 
Why do we need a Paraclete? For the same reason that athletes and sports people need coaches. No 

matter how good they are, sports people always need coaches. Even Tiger Woods has a coach. Left on our 
own, we are prone to mistakes and errors. Without God we can do nothing. In the 5th century there was a 
British thinker called Pelagius who taught that human beings have the natural ability to fulfill God’s                  
commands if they so choose. The church condemned his teaching as a heresy, insisting that human beings 
always need God’s grace in order to please God. Pelagianism is the belief that we can fulfill our human            
destiny just by being ourselves, and that we do not need the grace of God that comes through faith, prayer or 
the sacraments. Many people today are Pelagians without even knowing it. Jesus tells us in today’s gospel 
that we all stand in constant need of divine help. We all need the divine Helper, the Holy Spirit who stands 
always by our side, the Paraclete. 

 
How then do we receive this all-important Spirit Helper? It is by striving to live according to the law of 

Christ which is love of God and love of our neighbor. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Paraclete to be with you forever” (John 14:15-
16). After the Ascension of Our Lord, the disciples “together with the women and Mary the mother of          
Jesus” (Acts 1:14)  retired to the upper room to wait and pray for the promised Paraclete. We cannot do       
better than follow their example. Next Sunday is Ascension Sunday. Between Ascension and Pentecost, the 
church invites all her children to a period of prayer and waiting for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Let us observe 
this period as a special period of prayer just as the disciples did because we need the Holy Spirit today as 
much as they needed it two thousand years ago. Amen! 

 
Peace and all good! 
Fr. Valery Burusu 
Parochial Administrator 
  

A Note From Your Pastor 

To honor the Blessed Mother Mary we have displayed statues and pictures at St. 
Mary’s in the Gathering Space through the month of May. 

 

 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF FATIMA ~ FEAST DAY MAY 13  

Pray for 9 consecutive days: Most Holy Virgin, who has deigned to come to Fatima to reveal to the three little 

shepherds the treasures of graces hidden in the recitation of the Rosary, inspire our hearts with a sincere love 

of this devotion, so that by meditating on the mysteries of our redemption that are recalled in it, we may  

gather the fruits and obtain the conversion of sinners, the conversion of Russia, and this favor that I so           

earnestly seek, request which I ask of you in this novena, for the greater glory of God, for your own honor, and 

for the good of all people. Amen.   Pray 3 sets of: 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, and 1 Glory Be 

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org
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Congratulations to the winners of this year’s  Our Lady of Good Council Award ~ “Women of                    

Distinction”!  Bonnie Stephens from St. Mary’s and Ann Robison from North Arm were  selected as 

this year’s Honorees. Thank you, Bonnie & Ann for all  you do for our churches and community!! 

 

 

 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter   
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17.  Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20.  1 Peter 3:15-18.  John 14:15-21 

  
Not Orphaned!  Because the risen Lord and the Spirit of Truth are always with us, we 
are not abandoned.  Because we are not abandoned, we must exhibit both love and 
obedience.  Saint Peter proclaims in the Second Reading, “Always be ready to give an 
explanation…for the reason of your hope.”  Act accordingly.  
  

How will my every action proclaim Christ’s presence in my life and in the life of the world?  

How can I advocate, aid another’s need this week?  

Whom will I love, how will I love as Jesus Christ loves me?  

 Word of Life 

“As Americans, as Catholics and as pastors of our people, we write       

therefore today to call our fellow citizens back to our country's founding 

principles, and most especially to renew our national respect for the 

rights of those who are unborn, weak, disabled and terminally ill. Real 

freedom rests on the inviolability of every person as a child of God.”  
United States   Conference of Catholic Bishops “Living the Gospel of Life,” © 1998 

USCCB.  

May 23 

Ellen Aydt 

Francis Holley 

May 24 

Jim Roush 

Joanne Slater 

Abel Sullivan 

May 26 

Jim Halloran 

May 25 

Steve & Chris Sunkel 

 

May 26 

LeRoy & Carolyn Wieland 

 

Welcome to our newest members!  

On behalf of St. Mary’s and St. Aloysius we welcome        

Emmy Dowden, Tanner Laughlin, and Creighton Tarr as 

full  members of our Catholic Community. They were         

confirmed on May 10, 2020.  

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org

