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Monday, May 4 
 Mary Duncan 
  

Tuesday, May 5 
 James Mattingly 
  

Wednesday, May 6 
Tom Rhodes 
 
Thursday, May 7 
Harold & Dolores Waller 
 

Friday, May 8 
Martin Rhodes 


Saturday, May 9   
Connie & Ruth Ashley 

                          

Sunday, May 10 
Sue Secondino 
Oland & Ann Hanner 
The Parishioners of     
      St. Aloysius & St. Mary’s                                    

Please pray for the sick & recovering... 

 
Evelyn Ring,  Victor Wagner, Dylan 
Wagle, Jean Lovett Murphy, Sheila 
Brothers,  Chris Sheeran, Mary Jo Fiser, 
Jim Dillon, Leigh Ketner, Christa           
Swinford, Mark David, Danielle Fox 
Lindsey, Christina McReynolds, Janet 
Vaught, Kara Kirby, Verna Lou Perisho, 
Kenneth Denson, Deanna Mason,           
Clayton Griffin, Kevin Farris,  Steve  
Osborne, Marge Chapa, Dan Bruner,       
Fr. Zimmerman, Lincoln Downing, 
Tilton Piper, Sharon Wilken, Francis 
Holley,  Ruth  Sullivan  
And all relatives & friends who are ill 
or experiencing difficulties in their 
lives – that they may know the         
healing of God.  

 Our Expectant Mothers: 
Megan Smith, Kay Boland, Beth (Ring) 
Hosick, Hannah (Warren) Abry,       
Amanda Tracy, Chelsea Livesay, Beth 
Keys, Lindsey (Sullivan) Balser 
We pray that God will bless and pro-
tect them during this time of waiting.  

Our Military: 
Nathan Gatlin, Caleb Machuca, Simon 
Holzer, Joe Jenness, Richard Scott,       
Justin Vice, Joe Kachmar, Zack Lueken, 
Joseph   Livesay, Raynell Kahala  
Lord, hold our troops in your loving 
hands. Protect them as they protect 
us. 
For any changes or additions to this list,  
Please call 466-3355 or email:  
stmaryschurchparis@gmail.com 

      

May 8 
Mary Frisz 
Mary Jiron 

Sandy Shanks 
Anna Sullivan 

May 13 
Rachel Roman 

The parish office is closed, if you have 
any  questions call us. Father: 217-
251-2339, Juliana: 217-251-8028, 
Vanessa: 812-229-3751. 
The Church is open for private prayer 
11am-2pm (Mon.-Fri.) & 2pm-5pm 
(Sat & Sun.) Confessions are by appt. 
with Fr. Valery. Adoration is suspend-
ed until further notice.  
Parish Support: Please remember 
that your parish depends on your 
generosity and support. With the  
cancellation of masses, our parishes 
have lost offertory collections that are 
essential to pay staff and bills for the                
maintenance of our churches. Please 
mail your contribution to the parish 
office if able. Or, you may give online 
by visiting: 
https://parishgiving.dio.org/
stmaryparis 

Last Week’s Collection 
Thank you for your support!!  

ST. MARY’S    
SUNDAY    $2,244.72 
DEBT        $490.00 
ACSA                                              $50.00 
CATH. HOME MISSIONS           $85.00 
GOOD FRIDAY                             $10.00 
SEMINARIANS                            $45.00 
CCC                                                 $70.00 
ST. ALOYSIUS    
SUNDAY                                      $830.00 

                      Word of Life 
“Even the weakest and most vulnerable, 
the sick, the old, the  unborn and the 
poor, are masterpieces of God’s          
creation, made in his own  image,           
destined to live forever, and deserving 
of the utmost reverence and respect.” 
USCCB Respect Life flyer quoting Pope 
Francis’ “Day for Life Greeting”  
© 2013 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used 
with permission. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 
CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Acts 2: 14.36-41, 1Pet 2: 20-25, Jn 10: 1-10 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
‘I came so that you may have life and have it to the full.’ (Gospel) 

Is Jesus talking only about eternal life or also about this life? I have no doubt but these words are to be applied 
to our life on earth as much as to our hope of eternal life. 

There is a lovely Rwandan legend that goes like this. When people arrive at the gate of heaven seeking to enter, 
St. Peter asks them a strange question. He says to each one, ‘Tell me this. Have you taken advantage of all the earthly 
joys which God in his goodness made available to you while you were on earth?’ 

If a person replies, ‘No, I haven’t,’ Peter shakes his head sadly and says, ‘Alas, my friend, I can’t let you in-not 
yet at any rate. How can you expect to be ready for the heavenly joys if you have not prepared yourself for them 
through the medium of earthly ones? I shall be obliged to send you back down to earth until you learn better.’ 

In the past the Christian religion tended to be identified with restrictions and prohibitions. Many of us were 
brought up on a theology of detachment from the world. This present life was viewed as nothing more than a time of 
trial. This kind of spirituality discouraged enjoyment of life. It led to half-heartedness. It was as if we were always 
keeping something back. Always living cautiously, fearfully, and miserly. 

It ought to be possible to enjoy life to the fullest while being devout and religious at the same time. However, to 
live fully is not the same as to live it up. 

Life is a fragile gift. Every moment is utterly unique. This should concentrate our attention on what we are    
experiencing now. But every moment is also fleeting. How quickly life’s stream runs down to the sea. This fleetingness 
gives life its poignancy and makes it all the more precious. ‘For we do not enjoy this world everlasting, only briefly; our 
life is like the warming of oneself in the sun.’ (Aztec Indians) 

The Lord, the Good Shepherd, wants us to have life. Therefore, let us not be so timid and fearful. Let us live 
wherever presents itself to us, because everything is a gift from God. Life is generous to those who seize it with both 
hands. 

Mere existence is not enough for us. ‘What people are looking for is not meaning in life, but the experience of 
being alive-the rapture of living’ (Joseph Campbell). We are meant to live. It is a well-known fact that those who have 
lived fully and intensely, do not feel cheated at death. ‘Fear not that your life will end; rather fear that it may never 
have begun.’ (Thoreau) 

The poet, Patrick Kavanagh, said: 
“Autumn I’d welcome had I 
Known love in Summer days. 
I would not weep for flowers that die 
If once they’d blood for praise. 
I would not cry for any tree 
Leaf lost, a word of misery. 
I would not make lament although 
My harvest was a beggar’s woe.” 
 

Jesus began his ministry with these words: ‘Believe in the Good News.’ What is the Good News? The Good News 

is: ‘I came that you may have life and have it to the full.’ 

 
Peace and all good! 
Fr. Valery Burusu 

Parochial Administrator 

A Note From Your Pastor 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 36-41.  Psalm 23:1-

3a, 3b-4, 5, 6.  1 Peter 2:20b-
25.  John 10:1-10  

 
“I Am the Gate.”  Doorways 
and gates can protect those 
within.  This is the image of  
Jesus today – gate and protec-
tor, shepherd and guide.  Let 
Psalm 23 fill our prayer every 
day this week.  
 
Because I am protected by the 
Good Shepherd, whom will I 
protect this week?  How will I 
do it?  
On what right paths will I let  
myself be guided?  
What goodness and kindness 
will shine through my 
thoughts and    actions this 
week?  

 

 

 

May 9 

Wayne & Diane Buechlein 

Bruce & Susi Willis 

Month of May 
Honor the Blessed Mother Mary 

Parishioners of St. Aloysius and 
St. Mary’s are invited to bring a 
statue or picture of the Blessed 
Mother Mary to the Gathering 
Space at St. Mary’s. Please label it 
with your name.  We will display 
them through the month of May.  

http://www.stmaryschurchparis.org
https://parishgiving.dio.org/stmaryparis
https://parishgiving.dio.org/stmaryparis

